Whitehall District Schools - Draft Plan rvd. 8.3.20
Executive Order 2020-142 (COVID-19) (June 30, 2020)

MI Safe Schools: Michigan’s 2020-21 Return to School Roadmap (R2SR)

Whitehall District Schools plans to follow the strongly recommended and required guidelines in Phase 4
& Phase 5. The "Return to School Roadmap" from the State is long. | would recommend beginning with
the Phase 4 information and moving forward or back from there.

Phases 1-3 - No in-person instruction, remote only (see pages 14-20 in R2SR)
Phase 4 - In-person instruction is permitted (see pages 21-36 in R2SR)

Phase 5 - Schools open for in-person instruction (see pages 37-52 in R2SR)
Phase 6 - Schools open (see pages 53-54 R2SR)

Timeline: (our building support staff will be onsite beginning August 3rd to assist)

July 24 - July 31 - Families Update Demographics @PowerSchool Parent Portal
https://ps-wh.muskegonisd.org/public’home.html

July 27 - Draft Plan - Outline Released

August 3 - Weekly Plan Update, with proposed daily schedules

August 3 - August 7 - Initial Selection of Family Return to School Plan (survey response)
August 10 - Weekly Plan Update, with proposed transportation plan

August 10 - 14 - Confirmation of Family Return to School Plan (personal contact)
August 17 - Weekly Plan Update, with food service plan / transportation confirmation
August 17 - 21 - Class assighment, course schedules, teacher assignment finalized
August 24 - Weekly Plan Update - final updates

August 27 - Open House by Appointment (entry/exits, receive tech (passwords), protocol practice)
August 31 - School Opens

WH Return to School Learning Options

There are two options for our students to return to school. You will be asked to informally
select one of these options prior to August 7th. Parents will receive a confirmation phone call
prior to August 14th.

Face-to-Face (available in Michigan’s Phase 4 or higher)

Students return in person K-12. Class size will be limited to 18 students depending on
classroom size. In a few situations, there will be more if the space is large enough to keep
students socially distanced. An example may be a senior government class that is held in the
auditorium with up to 50 students (one in each row).

K-8 students will attend school four days a week for close to typical full days (6.5 hrs. minimum
daily schedule @ K-8). The fifth day would be an online, e-learning day.


https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-533311--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
https://ps-wh.muskegonisd.org/public/home.html?fbclid=IwAR1XxTS79hk0d9N5o8XFvCFP6n6KaQm65_-RJd78BaeywEzaIl7Q0YzaPDI

o Elementary level students will learn as a cohort. They will be with their teacher and
each other the entire day.

e Middle school level students will learn as a cohort. They will move as a cohort
throughout the day. The teachers at middle school will rotate into the classroom when
feasible.

High school students will attend school for four days with an online e-learning, independent day
on Friday. HS students should attend a minimum of four classes in person every day. Students
who self-transport will have a range of times they can start and end the school day.

e HS students will move as a cohort when feasible.
e HS students will take a minimum of four classes in person, and the others will be online,
additional face-to-face, or electives.

If there is a required school closure due to COVID students will learn from home using school
issued Chromebooks in 2" — 12" grade. We have been providing chromebooks for the last five
years. K-1 students will have a programmed learning device they are able to use and learn from
with minimal assistance. All groups will be provided teacher assistance. The day will follow a
very similar daily schedule as in face-to-face. However, it will be from a distance.

All 3rd — 12" grade teachers will be using the same learning platform, Google Classroom. They
will all use Google Meets for online meetings. Daily lessons will be posted in Google classroom
whether or not we are in person. K-2nd will use a platform called Seesaw. This is a student,
parent, and teacher friendly format for younger students.

Virtual (available in all of Michigan’s re-opening phases)

Students can return in a 100% virtual format. This is a Viking Virtual Pathway. In this plan,
the students will choose to use pre-developed online content with an instructor from Whitehall
District Schools or Michigan Virtual. If the Whitehall teacher is selected they will use a blend of
pre-developed content and their own resources. They will follow the google classroom format.
If the Michigan Virtual teacher is selected there will be a Whitehall staff member assigned as a
mentor. Either way, they will be Whitehall students. Secondary students can view available
courses at www.micourses.org . At the site, select Whitehall District Schools where you will
see the courses. The students will then work with their counselors to sign up for these courses.

The Viking Virtual experience with a Whitehall teacher will be vastly different from last spring.
That was emergency virtual learning, this is focused virtual distance learning with
accountability, expectations, and grades. The Viking Virtual experience with a Whitehall
teacher will be offered K-12. The content will be accessible live throughout the day
(synchronous) and in google classroom after hours (asynchronous).

If you choose online/virtual you will have to answer the following question:


http://www.micourses.org/

Do you want a WH teacher delivering the online instruction on a daily basis using google
classroom or do you want a WH teacher checking in as your mentor?

School Calendar

The district will hold its first day of school on August 31**. Our plan is to be in school for the
required number of days.

Return to School Open House

There will be an open house on Thursday, August 27%. Students will sign up for one of multiple
sessions or by appointment. During these sessions the teachers will model the expectations for
the start of school, safety protocols, where to enter and exit the building, and how to access
technology.

Face coverings will be required at these open houses by all participants and students may be
accompanied by only one family member. Anticipated available sessions will be 9-11 AM, 1-3
PM, & 5-7 PM.

Daily School Schedules

The elementary and middle school schedules will be similar. The typical day would be 6.5 hrs
from start to end. A model elementary and middle school start time might be 8:30 — 3:00 PM
or 9:00 — 3:30 PM. Students may be dropped off to school no earlier than 10 minutes prior to
the start of the day. Both elementary and the middle school will have two different start times
that are likely to be 30 minutes apart. The start time will be determined by the cohort
placement of the student.

Shoreline, Ealy, and the Middle School will have staggered start times. In general, those living
North of White Lake Drive will attend from 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM (M-Th) and those living South of
White Lake Drive will attend from 9:00 - 3:30 PM (M-Th). They will have asynchronous (on their
own time) instruction on Friday.

The High School daily schedule will run from 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM. Students who need
transportation will begin their day at 8:00 AM. The schedule will contain seven hour long
sessions and a % hour lunch.

Daily Learning Routines

A typical elementary day will be broken into two, three-hour sessions. One session will teach
reading, writing, communication, and literacy. The other session will teach math, STEM, and
real-world.



K-5 will have recess daily and will be scheduled by the teachers. Classroom teachers will be
encouraged to enjoy the outdoors with their children. Students are not required to wear face
coverings outside when socially distanced.

A typical middle school day will contain four, approximately 90 minute class periods. Literacy,
Math, SS/Science, Elective.

A typical high school day will consist of six classes per semester. They will contain a minimum of
four face-to-face core classes, online courses, and an elective/athletic/band class.

Cohorts (classroom and building)

The district is taking the approach to keep students in cohorts. These cohorts will be a group of
18 students who learn together. The younger the student the more closely we will be able to
maintain a cohort of students. This means a 1% grade class will stay together for most, if not all
of the day. While a middle school student may stay with the same students for most of the day,
the teachers may change from one classroom to another. HS cohorts will stay together when
feasible, but the likelihood for changing classes and being with a portion of another cohort will
increase because all students will not be on the same schedule.

Transportation

The district is preparing a staggered transportation plan for students. The district believes that
it is safer for parents to transfer their students to school. This is only true during this pandemic.
Transportation is a parent option. Parent transport is encouraged. Rideshare partnerships are
encouraged. The district is working to identify different drop spots close to school, so it is
easier to transport your own children.

Whitehall is following the guidelines from the Governor’s office on the Return to School
Roadmap. The Road to School plan has limited restrictions on bus ridership. Face coverings are
required on the bus. There are no specific social distancing protocols in place on buses per the
road map. The resources to provide additional routes are also limited. Limited resources
would result in full buses. This results in kids being in very close proximity to one another.

At this time, we are working to limit the student capacity on a bus to 50% of the maximum
capacity. The district will transport to school by geographic region.

Weather permitting, windows will be left open while the bus is in motion to increase air
circulation. Buses will be properly sanitized after every transit route.

Food Service

We plan to make breakfast and lunch available to your children. The specifics of how this will
be delivered and where it will be eaten are to be determined.



Your child can expect to receive a nice lunch (sandwich, soup, salad choice w/fruit, vegetable,
assorted side options) every day we are in school. They may eat outdoors, in the classroom, or
in a socially distant and sanitized lunch space.

In some scenarios the breakfast or lunch may be provided the day before so your child can eat
before they depart for school.

As always, your child may also bring his/her own lunch and utensils.

School Supplies

School supplies that you may want to think about for this year might include a small bag that
you carry over the shoulder or around your waist to hold your school supplies, a more portable
backpack, multiple face coverings (one for school and one for traveling back and forth),
personal hand sanitizer, etc.

We will continue to provide pencils and paper.

The trips back and forth to lockers to gather materials will be discouraged. Students will have a
Chromebook 2™ — 12% grade. The chromebook will be a valuable resource and learning tool.
You will need to assist us in teaching your children to take good care of this learning tool.

District Covid + Prevention Protocols (need forms developed)
Staff Health
Daily AM staff screen sent via text/email. This will be recorded/reviewed by HR Dept.
Staff will conduct self screens daily to include temperature and symptom checks.

Staff that are exposed to the coronavirus or are in close contact with a Covid + individual
will report to the building supervisor/hr generalist.

Student Health

Daily Parent Screen — text each AM (required)

Public Health recommends that parents monitor the health of their school-age
children daily for possible illnesses that may decrease the student’s ability to
learn and put them at risk for spreading illness to others. Before leaving for
school, parents should screen their child(ren) for the following symptoms:

Section One: Symptoms

[] Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth

[] Sore throat

(] New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with
chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline)



[ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
L] New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Section Two: Close Contact/Potential Exposure
In the past 14 days has your child:

[] Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with
a person with confirmed COVID-19: OR

[] Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with
person under quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR

[] Had a travel history

Quick Scan Upon Arrival —100.4

Q & A Screening Station - 10% Random

Teacher Daily Screen & Record

Weekly Screen Reminder — text on Sunday evening to families

Community Health

Weekly Data Report from School

Covid + School Closing Response

Generally accepted practices and requirements will be provided by the Muskegon County
Health Department. The MCHD is responsible for contact tracing and notification of all exposed
individuals.

The district will provide information when available and permitted by the MCHD.

The school district will provide notice to individuals exposed to a Covid + individual as advised
by the MCHD.

Building Cleaning Protocol

Details are in development, but there are details being developed. We have cleaning supplies,
disinfectant sprayers, hand sanitizing stations, and on-site custodial for continuous surface
cleaning.

Our classrooms will be cleaned daily by custodial staff and there will be a deep clean each
Friday.

Student Mental Health



Our student resource team, including our school social workers, counselors, and school
psychologists, have put together a resource plan for students with social, emotional, and
mental health needs. This includes a return to school inventory of students' needs related to
the coronavirus and its impact.

We have an intake form that has been developed by this team to assist in the identification of
students with all of their Covid related needs from accessing technology and school supplies to
addressing health and medical needs. Upon completion of this form a student’s single point of
contact will reach out to them and their parents for specific follow up and support.

Our staff resource page contains the link to the non-academic needs for students and families.

PPE

Staff will be required to wear face coverings at all times during the day, except when eating
lunch or socially distanced outdoor activities.

All K-12 students will be required to wear face coverings throughout the day with the exception
of when they are eating and socially distanced outdoor activities.

K-5 students will be required to wear face coverings in large group areas, on the bus, in
common areas like lunchrooms, hallways, or meeting rooms. K-5 students will wear face
coverings/pull-up neck buffs in the classroom.

Governor's office FAQ regarding Executive Order 2020-142
Q: What is the definition of a facial covering?
A: A facial covering is cloth material that covers the nose and mouth. Facial coverings may be secured to the
head or simply wrapped around the lower face. They can be made of a variety of materials, such as cotton or
linen, and may be factory-made or made by hand.
Q: Are face shields acceptable alternatives to mask?
A: No. The CDC does not recommend the use of face shields as a substitute for cloth face coverings.
However, a face shield that covers the eyes, nose and mouth can be worn in addition to a cloth mask if
desired. Moreover, a face shield may be worn by younger children who are not required to wear a cloth face
mask.
Q: Who determines whether or not a student/staff member can medically tolerate a facial covering?
A: Schools should require documentation from a medical professional, as they do for other types of
accommodations.
Q: Can parents “opt-out” their child from the facial covering requirement, but still send them to
school in-person?
A: No. The child may opt-out of the requirement only if they choose to enroll in a fully remote learning
environment.
Q: What recourse is there if students/families openly refuse to wear masks and they have no
documentation of being unable to medically tolerate a facial covering?
A: Schools should enforce compliance with state and local requirements for students through their normal
disciplinary mechanisms.


https://www.whitehallschools.net/downloads/districtfiles/mi_safe_start_phase_4__mental_and_social_emotional_health_overview.pdf
https://www.whitehallschools.net/downloads/districtfiles/staff_page_2_3.pdf
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Athletics (click here for MHSAA Update Center )

We will follow the MHSAA guidelines for athletics. We will plan according to the rules provided
by their offices.

Parent transportation may be required to and from athletic events.

We have not heard any details on spectator attendance at athletic events.
High School

e Fall sports practices will begin on time with football on Aug 10 and the remaining sports
on Aug 12th. There are specific protocols for these practices for each sport issued by
MHSAA.

e Actual competitions are only approved for cross country, girls golf, and boys tennis. We
will not know until Aug 20th the fate of the remaining sports. Large scale events such as
invitationals, tournaments...etc. will not be allowed at this time.

® Asin any other year, athletes should come to the high school office anytime beginning
on August 3rd to obtain an Athletic Card. Some items to include are: Sports physical
card, or if they had one last year a signed Parent consent form.
(https://www.mhsaa.com/portals/0/Documents/health%20safety/healthquestionnaire.
pdf ), athletic fee, eligibility check...etc.

e Any Indoor sports (volleyball) have not yet been cleared to begin practices inside, but
are permitted to workout outside.

Middle School


https://www.mhsaa.com/News/Announcements/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/9148/Sports-Re-Opening-Update-Center
https://www.mhsaa.com/portals/0/Documents/health%20safety/healthquestionnaire.pdf
https://www.mhsaa.com/portals/0/Documents/health%20safety/healthquestionnaire.pdf

e The MHSAA has yet to offer much guidance on Middle school sports other than to say it
will be a local or conference decision.

e Middle school fall practices may begin no earlier than Aug 24th and athletes should
have a completed athletic card prior to practices.
Music

Instrument Aerosol Research



https://drive.google.com/file/d/10dQFEltfluhSACJKHjQHKDwZVWgM6MEG/view

