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From the Principal’s Desk: 
Good Afternoon WMS Families,  
 
I hope you had a wonderful winter break. It’s been 
a great week back to school. In celebration of Leap 
Day, each teacher was given a tiny frog to hide in 
plain sight within their classroom. Additional frogs 
were hidden throughout the school's common areas. 
If a student found a frog, they took the frog to the 
office to exchange it for a prize. All 50 frogs were 
found and it was a lot of fun to see so many smiles 
throughout the building.   
 
Below is some information regarding upcoming 
events:  
 
1)Parent-teacher conferences will take place on 
March 19, 2024, and March 21, 2024. Next week, 
your students' teachers will be sending further 
information via email. Please check your email and 
feel free to contact your student’s teachers if you 
have any questions.  
 
2)The Whitehall Middle School Student Leadership 
Team is organizing a 7th and 8th grade dance for 
March 8, 2024. The dance is planned to start at 
6:00 P.M. and end at 8:00 P.M. The dance theme is 
St. Patrick's Day. There will be snacks and drinks 
available for purchase. The cost to get into the 
dance is 5 dollars. 
 
3)There will be a 6th, 7th, and 8th grade choir 
concert on March 4, 2024. The concert will begin 
at 6:00 P.M. at the high school.  
 
I hope you have a great weekend,  
 
Craig Thompson  
WMS Principal 

WMS Believes… 
 
1. Students must feel safe, cared for, and 
valued for learning to take place. 
 
2. It’s our job to spark student curiosity and 
help students identify/pursue their interests. 
 
3. Students thrive on intentional structure. 
 
4. School decisions should reflect the 
distinctive nature of middle school students. 
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7th Grade News: 
Mr. Huizenga’s Science classes just finished up their 
Motion Unit. The unit was capped off with students 
presenting different jobs in the field of Physics they 
may be interested in.  This week we will be diving 
into different types of forces which will lead us to 
Newton’s Laws.   
 
Mrs. Henderson’s and Mr. Sheesley’s math students 
are working on adding, subtracting, multiplying, and 
dividing positive and negative rational numbers. 
Students are applying their math calculation 
knowledge to real-world situations such as rates, 
account balances, and temperature changes.  
 
It’s March is Reading Month at WMS! Students will 
spend a portion of each of their core classes reading. 
Those who are participating in the challenge will be 
eligible to win a pizza party or gift cards. In their 
ELA classes, students are gearing up to write an 
informative essay answering the question: “How do 
social scientists use ideas from the study of 
epidemics to understand and explain human 
behavior?” 
 
Mr. Meinert's History class will be heading to 
Ancient Egypt next week! The students will be 
studying maps, pyramids and inventions! Our focus 
will be on making connections between then and 
now. 

8th Grade News: 
 ELA: 
We are completing our final assessment 
(argument writing) after completing The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma.  
We will start Maus I by Art Spiegelman next 
week. 
Students have very little homework for ELA, 
but they should be reading every night for 20 
minutes from their independent reading 
book.  
 
Math: 
Students are now studying Volume in Unit 5. 
The test over this unit will be the second 
week of March. 
The High School counselors will be visiting 
our 8th graders on March 18th to make plans 
for their transition to the high school. 
 
U.S. History: 
This week we will finish up our unit on the 
Revolutionary War by completing a 
portfolio.  
Next week we will begin a new unit on Early 
American Governments.       
 
Science: 
As we finish up our Rock, Mineral and 
Fossil Unit, Students are learning how to use 
them to determine the relative ages and 
composition of layers of our earth.  
We are moving into Plate Tectonics and 
learning how the earth beneath us moves 
Students will begin understanding how 
earthquakes happen and how scientists 
anticipate them. 
Students will begin to research a historical 
earthquake and put together a presentation 
for their classmates. 

6th Grade News: 
In 6th grade, students are getting back into the swing 
of things after mid-winter break. 
In Geography, students are learning basic economics.  
In ELA, students are working on pre-writing and 
preparing for their essays.  
In science class, students are now beginning to study 
cells.  
In mathematics, students are multiplying and 
dividing multi digit decimals with a variety of 
strategies. Spring is on the way, and the 6th grade 
hallway is ready to learn a lot before spring break! 
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Elective’s News: 
Spotlight on Health 
 
All students at WMS have the opportunity to 
learn about Health.  This 12-week class is an 
introduction to health topics not covered in 
Physical Education classes. 
 
All grades will be wrapping up their trimester 
with me. Grades will be updated by 4/4. Please 
check PowerSchool and ask your student about 
what they have done, or is missing.  
 
We will also be finishing our semester with guest 
speaker Debbie Anderson from the Muskegon 
County Child Abuse Council. All students have 
received a letter regarding this guest speaker and 
their message about internet safety. If you have 
any questions, or would like to opt your student 
out without penalty, please email me at 
clairemcwilliams@whitehallschools.net 

 

Athletics:  
 
Soccer:  
6th, 7th, & 8th Grade Girls Soccer sign-ups are in 
the office.  
Depending on the number of girls that sign up, 
6th graders may not make it on the team.  
 
Girls Basketball: 
March 4, Fremont, H, 4:00 PM 
March 6, Holton, A, 4:00 PM 
March 11, North Muskegon, A, 4:00 PM 
March 13, Oakridge, H, 4:00 PM 
 
Wrestling:  
March 6, Hart/Hesperia/Hart, 4:00 PM 
March 9, GMAA Reeths-Puffer, 9:00 AM 
March 13, Shelby/Mason CC/Ravenna Shelby, 
4:00 PM 
March 16, WMC Tournament Hesperia, 9:00 
AM 

Summer Camp Opportunity for current 7th 
Grade Girls 
 
If you are interested in backpacking, camping, 
and canoeing, you should read the following: 
 
The Girls Camp Director at Miniwanca is 
looking for 2 7th grade girls to attend 
Miniwanca's Trailblazer trip on June 30 to July 
19.  A full scholarship is being offered, so there 
would be no cost to the family.  If interested you 
can contact the girls camp director directly at 
2318612262 or bwise@ayf.com. You can also 
call Mr. Lucas in the middle school office. 


